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influence Buchanan and Paleologue had upon Sazonov on
July 30 is uncertain. The Russian general mobilization was
caused by the fact that Sazonov and the military officers on
July 30 simply held the same views as on the evening of
July 29, when they would have sent out the order for general
mobilization had not the Tsar changed his mind. The situ-
ation had not changed essentially in the meantime, except
that the partial mobilization, already ordered on the night
of July 29, made the military authorities demand eveii more
insistently an immediate general mobilization, because of
technical military considerations.
"mobilization means war"
By ordering general mobilization about 6:00 P.M. on
July 30, Russia had now taken the step which military
men everywhere clearly understood almost certainly meant
war. This was also clearly understood by Sazonov and the
Tsar, as appears from Schilling's account of their conversa-
tion at Peterhof and the Tsar's long hesitation to assume
the terrible responsibility. Partial mobilization might be
undertaken by a Great Power without leading to war, as
had happened on several occasions in Russia and Austria
in the preceding years. But general mobilization by a
Great Power was generally understood to mean that it had
only resorted to this final step of putting the great military
machine in motion, with the automatic movement of the
troops to the frontier with the greatest despatch, when
it had finally concluded that war could no longer be
avoided,
"Mobilization means war." This was a political maxim
which for years had been widely accepted by military men
on the Continent everywhere. It had been plainly hinted
at by Pourtales to Sazonov during the .July crisis. It was
stated by the French and Russian Chiefs of Staff, and
accepted by the Tsar, as far back as 1892, as is seen from

